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I believe we all could say
glory to the new born King, the
King of Kings, the Lord of Lords
that was born upon this earth almost
two thousand years ago. We are
celebrating His birth at this time and
I thank God that Jesus Christ still
can be in our hearts and lives. I
know He may have lived almost
two thousand years ago, but He still
lives in the hearts of men and
women that are serving Him and
living a life that’s pleasing unto Him.
We must put Christ first every day
of our life not just at Christmas time.

Matthew, the second
chapter talks about the birth of Jesus
Christ and how the wise men came
to seek Him. They had seen His
star in the East and  had come to
worship the King of Kings.

Matthew 2:1-6, “Now
when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold,
there came Wise Men from the
east to Jerusalem saying,

Where is He that is born King
of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the east, and have
come to worship Him. When
Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when
he had gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born.
And they said unto him in
Bethlehem of Judaea, for thus
it is written by the prophet. And
thou Bethlehem in the land of
Judaea art not the least among
the princes of Judaea for out of
thee shall come a Governor that
shall rule my people Israel.”
These Wise Men saw this star rise
in the east at the birth of Jesus
Christ and they began to follow that
star to the place where He was
because they wanted to worship
the Lord.

Many people have tried to
explain what that star was and do
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away with the miraculous event of
that star shown in the east. They
say, some of the different planets
lined up and that caused this bright
light. As we look at this passage of
Scripture this could not have been
the case. This star was low enough
that these men could follow it. I
don’t know how many have
observed the moon at night when
it’s  full as you are traveling in your
automobile. That moon seems to
follow you. You could travel ever
so far, but that moon stays in pace
with you. It could not have been
Jupiter or Venus or whatever
planet, because they are way up in
the heavens.  The Word of God
says that this star went before them.

GOD’S WORD IS NOT SI-
LENT ABOUT THE COM-
ING OF THE LORD

God gave these men a sign
that Jesus was born. They had seen
the star and as they came into
Jerusalem, they asked the leaders
of that time where was this King of
the Jews for they had come to
worship Him. When Herod heard
about it he was troubled because
he was king and he didn’t want
anybody else to be king in his place.
He gathered together the chief
priest and the scribes and ask them

where was this king to be born.
They said it was prophesied and
was written by the prophets that He
was to be born in Bethlehem of
Judaea. God’s word is not silent
about the coming of the Lord.

“When he heard this
Herod called the Wise Men  and
enquired of them  what time the
star appeared. He sent them to
Bethlehem and said go and
search diligently for the young
child and when ye have found
Him bring me word again that
I may come and worship Him
also so they departed.”

You’ll notice  that they
knew it was a young child. I know
we have in our Christmas stories
and plays that the little children put
on and they act as wise men that
find Christ in a manger. That really
wasn’t where the wise men found
Him which we will find later on.
Herod was trying to be crafty and
wanted these wise men to go to
seek after the young child,
pretending that he wanted to
worship Him too.  Herod had no
intention of worshiping Jesus, he
wanted to destroy Him as we find
later on in this chapter.

“When they heard the
king they departed and lo the
star which they saw in the east
went before them till it came
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and stood over  the young
child.” Here’s what I was saying
about  this star. It was low enough
for them to follow. Now evidently
God had created this star just for
this purpose to let those wise men
know that Christ was born. They’d
seen it in their country where
they’d came from and that’s why
Herod inquired diligently what time
this star appeared and they told
him. Then Herod told them to go
seek the young child.
According to the
time that they
first saw the
star, until
the time
they saw
the Christ
C h i l d ,
Jesus  could
have been two
years old at this
particular time.

Nevertheless the wise men
did go and they saw this star as it
went before them and the star
stopped where the young Child lay.
The Bible said in verse ten, “When
they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy.” They
knew they were at the place where
the Messiah was. You will notice
that when they realized they were
getting close to Christ, there was
joy. I believe it brought joy and
peace to those Wise Men for they

knew their journey was about over.
So when they came into the
house, not the manger, as many
times  portrayed. As I said this
could have been perhaps as long
as two years since the star
appeared and when they got to the
place where Jesus was. The star
first appeared on the day that
Christ was born, but it took them
quite a while to journey from
where they were to Jerusalem.
“And when they come into the

house,  they saw the
young Child with

Mary His mother,
and they fell
down and
w o r s h i p e d
Him and then

they opened
their treasures
and presented

Him gifts; gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.”

Now these gifts were
symbolic of the life of Jesus Christ.
They were symbolic of stages of
His life that He was to go through.
Many times in life God uses
different things to  illustrate truths
in the Word of God. Jesus in His
ministry used parables to illustrate
great truths and so therefore these
wise men presented Him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh
symbolizing Jesus’ life.

Gold was a metal that
was for kings. It was a very

Continued on page 1420

 Dear Reader:
We want to set aside a portion of  the
Vision Magazine to show you God’s
plan of salvation. It would be a terrible
oversight on our part, if you read this
magazine and then missed heaven. We
want you to realize:
First. . . . .God loves you!
For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
(John 3:16)
Second. . . . . Man is a sinner and sin
has separated him from God!
For there is not a just man upon
earth, that doeth good and sinneth
not. (Ecclesiastes 7:20). For all have
sinned and come short of the glory
of God. (Romans 3:23)
 Third. . . . .Jesus Christ is the only
remedy for sin!
 For Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit. (1 Peter
3:18)  Neither is there salvation in
any other; for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved.
(Acts 4:12)
Fourth. . . . .You must receive Jesus
Christ  as your personal Lord and
Savior.
 Jesus calls  this experience the new
birth. He told Nicodemus: Except
a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.  (John
3:3b)
We invite you now to receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as your personal
Savior. Upon doing so you will be a
son (daughter) of God. But as
many as received Him, to them
gave He the power to become the
sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name. (John 1:12)

Pray this prayer and mean it
with all of your heart:
       Dear Lord Jesus, I now realize
I am a sinner. I ask you to forgive
me of all my sins. I accept the blood
that Jesus shed on the rugged cross
of Calvary as the price paid for my
salvation. I now receive you as my
Savior and ask you to become Lord
of my life. Please take full control of
me and help me to be the kind of
Christian, you want me to be.  In
Jesus’ name I pray.

Amen
       If you have prayed this prayer
in all sincerity, God has forgiven
you... If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto
salvation.          Romans10:9-10
We invite you to write and let us
know you have accepted Christ. We
will also send you a free copy of our
book entitled, Your New Life. This
book will help you grow in grace
and knowledge of your new life in
Christ.

I accepted the Lord Jesus as my Sav-
ior.  Please send me a copy of your
booklet  entitled, “Your New Life”.

Dear Brother Frank

                The Upper Room Church
 P.O. Box 1872

                Clarksburg, WV 26301

Clip and mail to

Name___________________
Address_________________
City____________________
State___________ Zip_____
Date of decision______________
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by Gail Richards

May, 2011 I
had open heart surgery.
Everything went well
with the surgery and I
went home from the
hospital then had
rehab.

In August I was
admitted to the hospital
again and after running
some tests they decided
I needed a pacemaker.
I refused to have one
put in. My blood

pressure was high so they put me on medicine. The
medicine made me sick after the first pill so I didn’t
take anymore.

The Church had special prayer for me and God
healed my high blood pressure. I haven’t taken any
blood pressure medicine since, thanks to God’s healing
power.

We decided to take a vacation and I thought
maybe I should take the blood pressure medicine with
me just in case I might need it while on vacation. Then
I thought God has healed me and I don’t need the
medicine anymore. I got along just fine while on
vacation.God sure has been good to me.

                                                                E.S.
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From you
to our computer

Dear Bro. Frank,
I am writing to tell you how

much I appreciate  your  news letter
you send every couple months.
When I check the mail and it’s there
it just makes my day.

I would like for you to
remember my family in prayer they all need saved and delivered from
drinking problems.

I also love watching your program on TV.

Praying for you all God Bless,
AMJ
Montrose, WV

Dear Pastor Frank,

I listen on WOTR Weston noon and midnight to your broadcast,
I hardly miss it.

We need more pastors to preach like the old times did with fire
and brimstone.

I love my Lord please pray for me.

Thanks,
EM
Weston, WV
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God has always commanded His children, those who believe in
Him, who have received Him, who love Him, to maintain good works.
Once we have accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we desire to set
a pattern to do good. The Bible says everywhere Jesus went when He
walked on this earth, He did good. God wants us to be holy and perfect
as He is holy and perfect. He commands us to love our neighbor as
ourselves, pray one for another, speak no evil of one another, and to
speak soft and kindly to each other. God urges us to help others with
their needs, and to give ourselves as Jesus gave Himself that we might be
saved. Jesus spent more time during His ministry on earth telling us how
to treat others, than telling us how to treat Him.In the Word of God we
find David, before he had taken the throne as king, he was fleeing and
hiding from the death threats of King Saul.

You see, King Saul had disobeyed God and did not maintain
good works. God had removed His anointing from Saul and spoke to
the prophet Samuel to anoint David as the new future king. David was in
hiding, waiting on God’s exact timing when he would be crowned King
of Israel, but at this time Samuel had died and David was sad. After
Samuel’s burial, David arose and took 600 warriors down to the
wilderness of Paran. While in the wilderness, David came in contact with
Nabal’s servants who were there shearing their sheep. Nabal was a very
rich man and David and his men were very kind and protected Nabal’s
men and his possessions from thieves and wild animals while they were
camped in the wilderness.After a while, David sent ten of his men to
Nabal and told these men to honor Nabal and bring him peace and blessing

18

rejoices when we do good.Abigail returned home to her drunken
husband that night, but kept her actions a secret until Nabal was
sober the next morning then she disclosed to him all she had done.
Nabal became very angry, so angry that his heart became like
stone, cold and hard, and he had a heart attack and died ten
days later. It sure doesn’t pay to disobey God and sin against
Him. You see when we sin it’s against God and ourselves.At the
news of Nabal’s passing, David sent for Abigail and took her for
his wife. David saw the genuine goodness in Abigail and her life
was blessed because she chose to do good, instead of evil. She
set a pattern in her life to live godly instead of carnally. She chose
to allow God, through His Word, to radically change her life
forever.When we choose to serve God instead of the devil – God
blesses us with salvation. When we chose to do right instead of
wrong – God blesses us with joy. When we choose to do good
instead of evil – God blesses us with peace. When we choose –
that’s the key word — we choose to do good our lives will be
great because God has secured our future in Heaven with
Him.Abigail was good and God blessed her. God also was good,
so good to all of us when He gave His Son to die on the cross to
save us. The Bible says, “O taste and see that the Lord He is
good.” He is our example of good, let us be good, do good, and
speak good as God commands and He will radically change our
life forever.

Continued from page 8
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at their greeting. The men reminded Nabal of their protection during
sheep shearing time. Nabal replied, “Who is this David?” and he then
began to make fun of David and called him a servant instead of a king.
Nabal refused to give them food or any of his possessions. When David’s
men returned with Nabal’s response, David became angry. He was so
angry, he told four hundred of his men to get their swords for they were
going to clean Nabal’s house and shed the blood of their mocker,
Nabal.One of Nabal’s servants found out David’s plan and ran to Abigail,
Nabal’s beautiful and wise wife and revealed the murder plot. Quickly,
Abigail gathered two hundred loaves of bread, two bottles of wine, two
hundred fig cakes, five sheep dressed and ready, one hundred clusters
of raisins, and five measures of corn and took it to King David. She
jumped off her donkey and began to worship and praise the king. She
asked forgiveness for her husband’s behavior and asked David not to
pay him any mind. She referred to her husband as Belial, the devil, for
that’s exactly how he had acted, pushing the limits to his mean and evil
spirit.  He was not doing good works as commanded in the scriptures.David
accepted  Abigail’s plea for forgiveness for she truly was a woman of
honor. She alone had done good when it wasn’t
convenient or even safe for her to show
kindness. You see Abigail loved God and
she knew to be kind and good was the

right thing to do. The Bible tells
us “Charity (love) suffereth
long and is kind; Charity
(love) envieth (holding a
grudge) not; Charity (love)
vaunteth (boast) not itself, is

n o t puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not
her own, is not easily provoked (angered), thinketh no evil.” The
Word of God goes so far as to tell us to, “Love our enemies and bless
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you and pray for
them who despitefully use and persecute you.” Abigail wanted to serve
God so much that she followed His Word and allowed Him to radically
change her behavior when it would have been very easy to go along with
the crowd and her husband and just be plain out mean and rotten.
Remember it brings God great joy when we obey Him, but at the same
time, it brings Him great sorrow when we disobey! The Bible says, God

Continued on page 18 17

and 7th  chapter. How Solomon
dedicated the temple to the Lord
so we are dedicating this land
to God. Bro. Flannary told the
congregation to worship and
praise God for what He has
done and what He is going to
do for the church.

Like Solomon and the
congregation rejoiced in 2
Chronicles 5:13-14. “It came
even to pass, as the trumpeters
and singers were as one, to

make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and
when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and
instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good
for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a
cloud, even the house of the LORD;  So that the priests could not stand
to minister by reason of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD had filled
the house of God.” Bro. Flannary spoke as he moved for Solomon God
can take this piece of land do the same for the church if we will stay in the
center of  His will.

Continued from page 11
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By Phyllis Sirianni“Kid’s Korner”

There once were ten men who had leprosy. Leprosy is a terrible
disease and one that there is no cure for. Leprosy was also very
contagious. That means that someone else could catch the disease if you
were around them. In order for this not to happen, the men with leprosy
had to live away from town and their families and go live with the other
people that had leprosy.

People who had leprosy were called lepers. The leprosy could
get so bad that they could lose their fingers and toes. These men were
surely very sad because they had to live away from the people they loved
and there was no hope for them to ever be cured.

At least that’s what these ten lepers thought. It is true; we have
no hope without Jesus. One day Jesus was walking down the road to
Jerusalem. The lepers saw Jesus, but they couldn’t come close to Him.
They called out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master have mercy on us”. When
Jesus saw them, He said, “Go show yourselves unto the priests.” While
they were on their way to show themselves to the priest, they were healed.
Everyone of them were healed by the power of Jesus.

Whenever we are in a hopeless situation, we need to turn to
Jesus for our help. He is the only one that can give us hope. How excited
the men must have been to be completely healed of this terrible disease.
They probably went as fast as they could to tell their families what Jesus
had done.
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sweet smell it was used during the
burial. So this gift of myrrh showed
that Jesus was not only going to be
King and priest, but He was also
going to die for the sins of mankind
and be buried.

Now this was not what the
disciples thought that the Messiah
would do. They thought He was

coming as a warrior, a mighty leader,
a mighty King upon this earth, and
Israel would have their position as a
ruling nation, but it didn’t happen at
that time.

Christ was crucified upon
the cross of Calvary and He died for
the sins of all mankind and I thank
God that He did.

So these three gifts that were
given represented three phases of
Jesus’ life. Therefore to all those that
accept Him, Jesus Christ is King,
He’s our high priest, and He was
crucified for our salvation. After the
Wise Men had presented their gifts
unto the Lord, they were warned of
God in a dream they should not return
to Herod, they departed into their
own country another way. After
Herod had seen that he had been
mocked by the Wise Men, he sent
men into the city of Bethlehem and

the cities round about and had every
child killed  two years old and under.
This shows that Jesus could have
been as much as two years of age at
this particular time when the Wise
Men came to worship Him. Joseph
being warned by the angel of the
Lord to take Jesus down into Egypt
that he might remain there until Herod

died. That the scripture might be
fulfilled, “Out of Egypt have I
called my Son.”

Christ went through all
these things to fulfill the Word of
God. Jesus does not need our
money, silver and gold. I believe
Christ wants us to offer ourselves
and give ourselves as a living

sacrifice holy and acceptable unto
Him which is our reasonable service.

I thank God that we can
look to Jesus Christ and magnify His
holy name. During this Christmas
season we each one should give
ourselves to Jesus Christ as a gift unto
Him. Just like these Wise Men  gave
gifts unto Him, we must first give
ourselves before any other gifts will
be accepted. I believe its good to
give to one another gifts during this
Christmas time, but I believe most of
all, we should give ourselves to Jesus
Christ. Even as Christ gave Himself
as God’s unspeakable gift. It declares
in John 3:16, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life”.
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They could now go back and live with the people they loved.
Out of the ten lepers, only one came back to thank Jesus for healing him.
He was so excited that he fell down at Jesus’ feet thanking Him and
praising Him for healing him.

I can just imagine the man running and shouting and saying, “Look
at me, I’m healed, Jesus has healed me!” I believe that’s what I would
be doing. Jesus wants us to have a thankful heart and to praise Him
continually. We need to thank Him for all that He does for us. When He
wakes us up in the morning, we need to give Him thanks. We all have so
much to be thankful for.

Jesus looked around and asked, “Were there not ten men
cleansed? But where are the nine?” Jesus said to the healed man, “Arise
go your way; your faith has made you whole.” The other nine lepers
that were healed went their own way. They didn’t come back to thank
Jesus for healing them. I’m sure they were thankful for being healed, but
they never came back to tell Jesus.

Wonder how Jesus feels when we don’t tell Him how much we
appreciate what He has done for us. Jesus loves us very much and He
does such great things for us that we should never forget to thank Him
for all that He does. Sometimes we take so much for granted from God.
He gives us so much and we give Him so little. Just like the nine lepers
that were healed, we don’t always thank Jesus for what He has done for
us either. We are exited and happy that He has met our needs, but so
many times we fail to tell Him.

All of us like it when people appreciate something we have done
for them. It makes us feel good to do something good for somebody
else. We want to know that people appreciate what we’ve done. When
someone says “thank you” that means they really appreciate what you
have done and they have noticed what you have done.

Jesus wants us to appreciate Him and be thankful for all that He
does for us. Without Jesus, we can do nothing.

There is always something to be thankful for. He wakes us up each
morning and He meets the needs of each new day. He has provided so much
for us. Let’s not take Jesus for granted. Let’s thank Him everyday for all that
He does for us. WHAT A GREAT AND MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE!
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sacrifices for the people so that the
people might be forgiven of their
sins. Christ didn’t offer up a
sacrifice like a lamb or a bullock,
but He offered up Himself as a
sacrifice to God. That’s how we
are redeemed, we are not
redeemed with precious things such
as silver and gold not with the
blood of bulls and goats as the law
demanded. Neither are we
redeemed with corruptible things
such as silver and gold, but we’re
redeemed through the precious
blood of Jesus Christ that He shed
upon the cross of Calvary.

Now we know that he left
this earth and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the
Father, ever making intercession
for you and I. Just like the priests
here on earth interceded for the
people. They went before God on
behalf  of the people and offered
up prayers and sacrifices.  Jesus as
our high priest does not offer up
sacrifices, but He offered up
Himself as a sacrifice, holy and
without blemish.

Christ knew no sin, the
same as in the old Testament a
sacrifice had to be without spot. It
could not have anything wrong with
it, it had to be a perfect sacrifice.
In the course of time some of the

Priests would offer the sacrifice up
with many blemishes on it. Malachi
had to rebuke them and he said,
“You bring the sacrifice of your
lambs that are polluted. Try
offering it to your governor, will
he accept this at your hand?”

Jesus Christ was not a
polluted sacrifice. He was One
without blemish, He offered up
Himself unto God for our sins.
Jesus said, “They do not take my
life from me, I lay it down of
myself.” Even when He stood
before Pilate that day, He did not
defend Himself. Pilate began to say,
“Know you not all the things they
witness against you? Know you
not that I have power to release
you and set you free?” Jesus did
not take His defense, even to the
point that Pilate marveled. Jesus
told Pilate that he would have no
power at all except it was given to
him of God. Jesus went on to say,
“Know you not that I have power
to call twelve legions of angels
and deliver me? But my kingdom
is not of this world.” So Pilate
delivered Him to be crucified.
This comes to the reason that the
Wise Men gave a gift of Myrrh it
was a sweet smelling balm and it
was used when a body was being
prepared for burial. Because of its
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Bro. Mike Mannuel from
Logan, WV exalted the
congregation  on what God will
do for His people when we put
our faith and trust in Him. The
Holy Spirit used Bro. Mannuel
with many scriptures speaking
from Acts 16 how Paul and Silas
rejoiced in God even though they
had problems and God brought
them out of jail.  I couldn’t even

begin to write down all the scriptures God gave him to speak to the
congregation about putting our faith and trust in God. No body could
leave the service saying they didn’t hear the Word of God.

During our anniversary service Bro. Mike Flannary ministered
encouraging the congregation to praise God for it makes one forget
about self and put their trust in God.

One of his scriptures was taken from Psalms 2:8 he said, “Great
is the Lord and He’s greatly to be praised.”  God moved by His Spirit
touching and delivering those that had needs.

The Faith Harmony Boys sang on Saturday of our Anniversary
Service. The congregation were encouraged by the songs they sang for
God.

We held a dedication service on the land we purchased for the new
church. Bro. Flannary brought forth encouraging words from 2 Chron. 5th

Continued on page 17
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precious metal and it was used for
kings to make their crowns and
many times their garments were
interwoven with gold. So gold was
to show that Jesus was  a king and
He is still  King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. In fact, the book of
Philippians  declares that God has
given Him a name that is above
every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow and
every tongue will confess that He
is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
So gold was a representation that
He was going to be king. He did
not obtain that kingship while here
on earth. In fact He was rejected
of men. The Bible declares that He
came unto His own, but His own
received Him not.  This gold was a
representation that one day Christ
will rule upon this earth and become
King over all this world.

It declares in the book of
Revelations, He’s going to come

with the armies of heaven and
defeat all people that rebelled
against Him and He’s going to set
up His throne in Jerusalem and
there He will rule over all the nations
in the earth.  Now Satan has more
or less jurisdiction over the things
of this world. He’s ruling in the
hearts of many men, but Jesus one
day will become Lord of Lords and
King of Kings.

The Wise Men then
presented unto Him frankincense.
This was a sweet smelling odor that
the priest used for anointing the
many things that they offered up to
God. The Wise Men gave this
frankincense to show that Jesus
was not only King,  He is also our
High Priest. He makes intercession
for us to the Father. In the old
testament they had a High Priest
over the laws God had given
Moses. God designated men to
stand in the priesthood to offer up

Continued from page 5
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